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China and India = 36.2% of global 
population, but 18,7% of global GDP

Africa = 16.9% of global population, 
but <5% of global GDP







$ 45 000



World ecological footprint (ha/person)
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Top 10 
Trends

• Deepening income inequality

• Persistent jobless growth

• Lack of leadership

• Rising geostrategic competition

• The weakening of representative democracy

• Rising pollution in the developing world

• Increasing occurrence of severe weather 
events

• Intensifying nationalism

• Increasing water stress

• Growing importance of health in the 
economy
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The state of the World - challenges

”AT THE START of the 21st century, humankind finds itself on a non 
sustainable course – a course that, unless it is changed, could lead 
to grand-scale catastrophes.
 
At the same time, we are unlocking formidable new capabilities 
that could lead to more exciting lives and glorious civilizations.

This could be either humanity's last century or the century that sets 
the world on a course towards a spectacular future.”

Source: James Martin - The Meaning Of The 21st Century: A Vital 

Blueprint For Ensuring Our Future
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